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ANSWER TO Mr, RAYNER's COMPLAINT OF INJUSTICE. 


Mr. Rayagr. hus. condescended to inform us, in on letter full of “wise says’’ 
of our error in.ssying that Beuke and Scheule are not Yorkshire. We are indebted 
.to him likewise for-the valuable topographical: informiation. that the county is di- 
. vided into three ridjugs, and that each riding has a distinct dialect. We are really 
at a loss how to,express,qur sense of obligation for the opinion he entertains of 
our knowledge, or the method he has adopted to enlighten us; but for our 
mistake.as he calle it, we would just hint to him that our assertion stands on an 
equal foundagion with his denial. We never knew man yet, whose folly led. him 
into a deyiation from propriety, that was ever backward in finding excuses for it. 
- Mr. Raynen.appeprs.e little restive under our correction—“ Let the galled jade 
wince;” one-thing we will cheyfully concede to him, his ability (judging from the 
-speckmen we have hed,) “to held.a,conversation in the Editor’s presence with a 
.Yorkshiremaa, and.we not able to understand a word of it, although the whole 
shall. bepurely Yorkshire,” We.will not dispute it, our conviction of his talents 
-in that way. is.teg, povierful, to.doubt it = See are at all times 
open to correction ; nay.more, we court it, happy at the zeal that prompts 
our friepds,to, give. it; but.tovender it valuable, it must from Racateo 
legs questi then di vanity. Hed not Mr. Rayner expressly. for: 
bidden it, we should have hjs letter, and answered it more at Jength, 


To our other correspondents we lay claim for indulgence till our next. 
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MEMOIR OF MR. HARLEY. 


IF it be admitted that those ‘ who live 
to please’ must please to live,’ no one 
can lay claim to the merit of striving 
more to attain this desideratum for an 
an actor than Mr. Haryey. Without 
possessing any superabundance of ge. 
nius, or incumbered with too many in- 
tellectual qualities, (we speak of him 
only as 9 performer,) few have been 
more successful. Diligence, and a per- 
petual desire to please, have accomplish- 
ed for him in a few years what many 
cannot attain in the course of a tedious 
probation; ‘but yesterday,’ the name 
of this gentleman was scarcely known ; 
now, few stand higher. 

Man is the creature of circumstance ; 
the very foot-ball of Fortune ;—‘ a 
breath can make him ;’ for, while some 
whose merits entitle them to the fore- 
most place are left to pine in obscurity 
and want, their more successful though 
less gifted competitors, leap into cele. 
brity we scarcely know how. No de- 
scription of persons are more exposed 
to these sudden transitions of fortune 
than players, and none feel more severely ed 
the effect of illnatured spleen. 

A wily but malicious critic first starts 
the game, decries an actor's talents fre- 


quently without seeing him play, or if 
he does witness his efforts, generally 
picks out isolated passages which may 
perchance be faulty, and against these 
he opens the battery of his censure, 
and showers his malice thick as hail 
on the unhappy object of his dislike. 
If this scribbler’s paper happens te 
have an extensive circulation,. the poi- 
son is disseminated to all classes of so- 
ciety, who pay as much attention to his 
opinions as the truths ‘of holy writ ; 
and set down the unfortunate object of 
his malevolence as an ignorant pre- 
tender, whom patronage not merit 
thrusts before their view. Few, very 
few, like the labor of thinking for them- 
selves, but take their opinion upon 
trust; and though a second GARRICK 
were to appear, would either hiss him 
or treat his attempts to please them with 
apathetic indifference :—thus an actor 
is dispirited for want of proper eneou- 
3 and is at last sacrificed at 

the altar of malignity. 
_ Mab bak Aatamigliinne ste be 
imagination-—Those who ave ac- 


- qusinted with the brief history of poor 


Conway will recognize its truthi— 
thet he had many faults as an acior 
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fione can deny ; but we boldly and fear- 
lessly express our conviction that he 
wasxshamefully and disgracefully written 
down (as the phrase is) by a being who 
isa libel on the name of man. It will 
perhaps be urged, that the public press 
is equally open to defence as to attack ; 
hut how few are there who like to risk a 
controversy with a public writer, who 
wields that powerful weapon the pen 
with dexterity; for, if their feelings 
should betray them into the slightest 
orthographical error, they are held up 
to ridicule, and to the sensitive mind 
that is a torture too severe for endu- 
rance. 

But to turn from this digression to 
the subject of our article ;—we would 
not have it inferred that we consider 
Mr. Hartey is solely indebted to for- 
tuitous circumstances for the station he 
fills, or the reputation he enjoys: this 
would be doing him an injustice, and in 
direct opposition to the opinion we have 
frequently expressed. The qualities 
which distinguish him are—a restless 
activity, and perpetual twisting of the 
body ;—a boldness of manner, and great 
vo'ubility of speech; a crab-like walk, 
a face capablé of much comic expres- 
sion, and an eye keen and sparkling ; 
these, together with much acquired 
and a little natural humour, render him 
an able representative of characters 
stich as forward coxcombs and pert 
servants. In this line he excels more 
than any other actor on the stage; and 
we laugh at his performance, without 
stopping to enquire whether the source 
of our mirth is legitimate. Eccentri- 
City of manners, though a part does not 
constitute the whole of real humour, 
nor is jocularity always expressed by a 
thrusting forward of the head, or pli- 


Yancy of limbs: the mind has little to 


do in these matters, and yet they are 
notwithstanding exceedingly amusing. 
There is but little in the life of this 
gehtleman to interest the feelings. He 
has experienced notie of those itinerant 
scrapes and difficulties, which are so 
pmusing iri the recital, but so annoying 


in the practice: his career has been but 
a coptinued round of success, Mr, 
HARLEY was born in the metropolis in 
1790: his father, who was-a draper, 
placed him early ip life with a Mr. 
CAMPBELL, a surgeon in Coventry- 
street, Haymarket ; but circumstances 
occurring that clouded his prospects, 
he was induced to leave physic and take 
to the law; he accordingly entered the 
office. of Messrs. Winpus & Co. res- 
pectable solicitors in Chancery-lane : 
it was here that his youthful vanity was 
fired with the thought of theatric ho- 
nors, and soon burst forth into an un- 
quenchable flame. Such feelings are 
not easily controlled, and business soon 
became an intolerable bore; the stage 
was the only object of his attention, 
the summit of his ambition. His wishés 
were shortly afterwards gratified by an 
engagement in Mrs. BAKER’S company 
at Canterbury, where, being cast only 
for subordinate characters, lis self-love 
took the alarm and he transferred his 
talents to Mr. TROTTER, who at that 
period was proprietor of Worthing, 
Brighton and Gravesend Fheatres. Heré 
he was principal comic performer for 
some time, when he entered into att 
engagement with the York manager ; 
but an alteration taking place in the 
proprietary of that theatre, he return- 
ed ‘to Brighton, where Mr. ARNOLD 
first saw aud engaged him for the 
Lyceum, at which house he made his 
debut in July, 1815, as Mareelli, in 
the ‘ Devil’s Bridge! Here his utility 
was duly appreciated, and he was ‘soon 
after engaged at Drury Lane, where he 
performed for the first time, oh the 15th 
September, 1815, ‘Lissardo, in the Co- 
medy of the ‘ Wonder :'—his reception 


.was flattering in the extrettie, and ‘his 


success triumphant. Since this period, 
Mr. Harvey has played alternately at 
that house and at the English Opera, 
until the last two or three seasons, 
when he receded from the latter. esta- 
blishment, and a law-suit- between hini 
and Mr. ARNOLD‘was ‘the consequence 
which was settled by arbitration. Du- 
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ving the present Haymarket season, Mr. 


H. played at that housé,. where he ap- ~ 


peared ina variety of characters with 
unmixed popularity. His range of parts 
is very extensive—Goldfinch, Acres, 
Sir Benjamin Backbite, and many 
others in comedy ; the former of which 
he plays most admirably. Flexible, 
Buskin, Mingle, Phantom, &c. in farce, 
dnd all the lively Servants. His merits 
as a comic singer are of the first order 5 
and his imitative talents are far‘ above 
mediocrity, although unequal to those 
of MATHEWS. 


h. 
eee 


THE: MINOR-IES—No. 2. 


| Mr. BuckINGHAM was first ushered 
into ‘ this breathing world’ at Kenning- 
ton, on the 25th May, 1796. Thig gen- 
tleman’s memoirs are not replete with 
so many ‘ hair-breadth escapes” as séme 
of. his, professional brethren have’ been 5 
his choice of the stage as an occupation 
was the result of a_very early predilec- 
tion which prompted him to a trial of 
his juvenile powers in a large room ad- 
joining his mother’s house ; but he de- 
viated greatly from the course generally 
adopted by the youthful candidates for 
fame, whose .infatuations (the gift of 
mind, education and person being but 
secondary requisites,) are chiefly found 
to centre in the regal Richard, or the 
more romantic ravings of an Osmond 
or ani Octavian ;. but. Momus was our 
young herd’s. idol, and as ‘ Clown’ did 
Mr. B.: first inhale the plaudits of an 
enlightened and select audience of young 
ladies and. gentlemen, unlawfully as- 
sembled in an untenanted back room, 
Bat, alas ! hismind expanded with years; 
the back summerset, roly poly, thekicks, 
slaps and bumps, with: ejaculations of 
holloa! ‘were looked upon with con, 

tempt, and the battle cry of ‘ Draw, ar. 
chers, draw your arrows: to their head,’ 
fired his soul. ‘The. private theatrical 
world pronounced his. worth, and’ many 
were the triumphant nights he reigned 


in discordant happiness. Matronly ad- 
monition was set at nought; in vain did 
the good people say ‘ it was a pity the 
boy should be ruined.’ In vain did pa- 
ternal authority interfere, and at times 
in rio very gentle terms; he was deaf to 
all friendly advice, and, in an auspicious 
hour, ‘he left his father’s house, and 
took with him a little bundle; to Lewes 
he directed his course, where he was 
“actor of all work; from thence Mr. 
TROTTER engaged him for the Brighton 
Theatre, and, after enduring what hum- 
ble merit oft endures, he returned to 
town; a matrimonial connection obli- 
gated him to seek something more per- 
manent than ‘ candle-ends atid cheese- 
parings,’ and at ‘Astley’s Amphitheatre 
he was enrolled as a dancer in the figure, 
and for three years never opened his 
mouth; but at length the strings were 
unloosed in a small speaking part, and 
from that time he slowly advanced in 
estimation, when, after an engagement 
at the Regency, he took his stand again 
at Astley’s for a season, as the: substi- 
tute of Mr. Hering. From thence, 
Mr. Jones, of the Adelphi, engaged 
him, and on Mr. W. S. CHATTERLEY'S 
demise, he sustained that gentleman’s 
line of business; twas here Mr. Bur- 
ROUGHS offered him a situation at the 
Surry Theatre, where the first character 
he supported, that made an impression 
on the public mind, was that of T'rap- 
bois, the usurer, in the Fortunes of 
Nigel, &e. dc. 

We have seen this geitinnalin i ina very 
extensive range of character, and: if he 
has not in every degree approached to 
excellence, he has been far above medi: 
ocrity. His Antony Forster and Trap- 
bois are decidedly fine performances ; 
and had Mr. B. confined himself to such 
caste alone—made it his peculiar study, 
we think he might have proved a ‘power. 
ful rival even to FARREN. : 
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Theatrical Diary. 
DRURY LANE. 
October let, opening of the house-—Rivals, Stella and Leatherlungs,—Cupid 


and Folly, 


'Fhis splendid theatre opened on 
the ist instan te the most flat- 
tering prospects of a brilliant and 
successful season. The great al- 
terations and improvements made 
previeus to the commencement of 
last year, rendered little more to 
be dene than brushing up,j &c. 
The ever bustling lessee, however, 
has. wot been idle during the re- 
cess,; and, though to a common 
abserver there is little perceptible 
difference, yet many of the parts 
which were left unfiiished last 
season are now complete, and the 
whole forms.a.coup d’wil worthy a 
refined age and an enlightened 
uation, 

We poor unlucky knights of the 
quill, “who are nothing unless 
critical,” stand in no very enviable 
situation :—we live in a sort of 
perpetual purgatory ; our motives 
always impugned,—our imparti- 
ality generally doubted. By some 
we are accused of “ spying into 
abuses which seem not,” distorting 
occasional specks into confirmed 
errors, and saying all sorts of ill- 
natured things against an actor’s 
fair fame, while our friends on the 
other hand gently hint to us that 
we refrain from applying to folly 
and ignorance our decisive castiga- 
tion, and suffer modest merit to 
pass unnoticed. Thus our little 
critical ‘cock-boat is continually in 
tarily’ ex to cyllas an 
Ch vb bis. ote anya 

But to By from our digression 
to “metal more attractive :”—as 


we have before observed as far as 
regards the embellishments of the 


st time,—2, Heir at Law, Cupid and Folly, Stella and Leather- 
Oupid and Folly, Stella and Leatherlungs. 


house, the improvement this season 
consists in the re-burnishing of the 
ornaments.—The finishing of the 
cieling, which now has a most bril- 
liant appearance ;—an additional 
row of lustres round the first circle 
of boxes, and a splendid and very 
elegant chandelier, which is taste- 
fully suspended from the middle 
of the roof, and sheds a fine and 
chaste light over the house, 
While we applaud the - general 
beauty of this ornament, we cannot 
but regret that a little more pains 
have not been taken with the Van~ 
dyke eoronet which surmounts the 
chandelier ; had this been more 
finished the effect would have been 
greatly increased.——A decided: im- 
provement is manifest by exclu: 
sively devoting the first as well as 
the dress circle to private parties, 
and in taking in a portion of the 
lobby of the second tier; by which 


means the boxes will hold a great . 


deal more company, and the aui- 
sance s0 long complained of, 
having your ears offended by noisy 
eoxconibs, entirely obviated. . 

Tn the pit there is no material 
alteration, if we except a very 
handsome and co’ ious wait- 
ing-room for half-price visitors. 

The more humble frequenters 
of the upper gallery have had 
— attention paid =. their com. 

by .encreasin expansion 
of the arch of + Raper and of 
course ing them a ‘much 
better view of the stage. 
antels Gompabtediogeieers 

; the superb looking. 

still remain; the pilastres which 
separate them, are painted to imi- 
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tate veined marble of a bright 
crimson colour, and capped’ by 
rich light-blue draperies with gold 
fringe :—these are painted with 
much merit; but the general ap- 
of the room is too glar- 
Ing—the colours are fatiguing, 
rather than pleasing to the eye. 
Two new drop-scenes were ex- 
hibited in the course of the evens 
ing:—-the one a landscape, in 
which the Coliseum, Parthenon, 
and the Arch of Adrian, are beau- 
tifully grouped:—this is a scene 
that } a ar our unqualified 
praise ; it is painted with the fine- 
ness of a miniature pencil, and as a 
whole we never saw its equal in 
point of execution, colouring, &c. 
If me a defect, ied in the ar- 
tist ing encom ‘it in a 
ftame on which he be not devoted 
so much taste as we could have 
wished :—the other is an architec- 
tural design, with the figures of 
Apollo, &c. in the fore-ground ; 
this. is undoubtedly a painting of 
much merit, as far as regards de- 
sign; but in the filling up it, is in- 
ferior to the other:—they are 
painted’ by Messrs. MARINARI 
‘and: STANFIELD, and are happy 
presages of future excellence. 
The rising of the curtain shewed 
@ Numerous company, whose ap- 
pearance was welcomed most cor- 
dially by a good, though not a 
very full house. God ‘save the 
King was sung and encored : the 
solos by Misses Povey, Forpx, 
and'CosttT, Mr. G. Smitu, and 
Master Barnet. Sheridan's bril- 
liant comedy of ‘the ‘ Rivals’ was 
played in a masterly style. Ex- 
LISTON’s Cu pew! Absolute was 
gay, animated and elegant; but 
unfortunately, the “ ienened Les- 
see,” like other men, exhibits the 
teuth of- 
- Properat curse vita citato, 
Actors will most: provokingly, grow 
old; and in: truth Mr. E, begins to 


lose something of his elasticity and 
youthful vigour.— W ALLAOK gave 
a very pleasing proof of his being 
capable of aeting the gentleman, 
We know not whether there is 
any thing peculiar in the air of old 
Drury; but’ certes’ Mt. Wi ap- 
peared to usto exert himself greatly 
to please, and his zeal was< re 
warded as it deserved: The: My, 
WALLER, of whose performanee 
at' the private theatre: we spoke 
in our last, appeared in the part ‘of 
Sir Lucius O' Trigger: —A — 
deal of undeserved abuse has bee 
showered upon this a 
the daily press :—we think the 
tempt was an_injudicious- one,'and 
if the debutant had'the control-of 
this matter, he selected'with bad 
taste. Sir Lucius is rather of too 
polished a cast to create that 'mirth 
which we usually enjoy at the blun- 
ders of the natives -of “ Erin’s 
sweet isle.” The late oceupier of 
“ Blunderbuss Hal?’ does? not 'dis- 


‘play many of those: , 
hich: his more ronal oy 


‘men revel'in mostly even tovatiety ; 


‘his bulls have atl remained’ ‘on 


“ the dirty acres” which he'sufféred 
to slip through: his fingers :—fart 
his very reason,‘ therefore, ever ah 
actor of established fame: fails’ to 
make any great impression;——we 
remember this was the case even 
with Johmston. It was our lot’ to 
see that excellent comedian for the 
fitst time in this very part,'and our 
feelings were’ those’ of’ disappoint. 
ment ; nor was'it’ tilt We: saw‘him 
in Teague, Brulguddery,' &é, ‘that 
we recognised the’ actor,—/But'to 
return to Mr. WALLER, Wis figure, 
manners and language, were those 


‘of ond. who had ‘mixed in gentéel 


life; but in avoiding the common 
error of caricature, he fell - a 
equally. great,. repressing his: hu- . 
ps by-which ‘means “his perform. 
ance ‘ d:dull and. monoto- 
noust we hope: to: see him! ig a 
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part more suitable to his talents. 
DowTOon we are glad to find is 
again in the company, and his 
acting in Sir Anthony convinced 
us, that he bas lost none of that 
humour and natural feeling for 
which he has been so often praised ; 
his performance was admirable. 
HABLEY’s Acres, and KNIGHT'S 
David, were also good, PEN- 
LEY’s Fag was too noisy; his fa- 
miliarity was too much like rude 
impertinence. Miss Lyp1a KEL- 
LY, after an absence of five years, 
made her ~ +" in Lydia 
Languish. e is greatly im- 
proved; and her performance 
was marked with good taste, sense 
and feeling, and not a little ele- 

and vivacity. Mrs. Har- 
Low, as the “old weather-beaten 
she-dragon,” exhibited more talent 
than we gave her credit for. Mrs. 
‘W. West, and Mrs. OrGER, 
were as happy as usual in Julia 
and Lucy. After the play a new 
com in one act, said to be 
from ‘the pen of Mr. Gzeorce 
COLEMAN, was produced, called 
* Stella and Leatherlungs ; or, the 
Star and the Stroller” If it be 
allowed that an author may, with- 
out offence, borrow ad libitum 
from himself, Mr. C.. has availed 
himself largely of the privilege, 
aud accordingly we have a second 
edition of the Actor of all work, 
for the purpose of shewing the 
extraordinary abilities of little 
CuaRa FisHer. The audience, 
however, grew tired of the piece, 
owing to the selections from 
Shakespeare and others being 
much too long, and evinced in no 
very harmonious manner their feel- 
ings. HARLEY was very much 


hissed on announcing it for repe- 
tition :—it-has been materially cur- 
tailed since the first night, and may 
perhaps have a short run, 

The new ballet of “Cupid and 
Folly,’ by the excellence of the 
dancing, and splendour of the 
scenery, restored good humor, and 
the company left the house appa- 
rently well satisfied with the .zeal 
manifested to please them,,. al- 
though they declined to swallow 
all the iahdis in the manager’s bill 
of fare. 

Henry IV. was played here on 
Friday evening.—“ Strangers first” 
is an old law of good breeding, 
therefore we notice.a Mr. ARCHER, 
who made his debut in King Henry, 
This gentleman has every requisite 
for this line, a good person, a 
deep sonorous voicc, and correct 
judgment; more is not wanted 
for Henry IV. and if Mr..A, aims 
at no more, we think there is.no 
doubt of his success —ELLisTON, 
as Prince Hal, was more buoyant 
than we could have imagined : his 
scene with Falstaff at Dame 
Quickly’s were particularly felici- 
tous. WALLACK's Hotspur had 
much depth of acting: the well- 
known answer, “I did deny no 
prisoners,” and the subsequent 

rley with Lady Percy, were 
se successful cliorts, - Dow- 
TON’S Falstaff came most near to 
the poet’s wonderful conception of 
this part :—his chuckle was in 
itself sack—KNIGHT’s Francis 
was simplicity at odds with inte- 
rest.—The sudden change of man- 
ner in bis “ anon, anon” after the 
Prince has promised him “a thou- 
sand pounds,” shewed the actor of 
true nature, “ 


ee ee 


COVENT GARDEN. ; 
of the house-—Much Ado About Nothing, Rosina.—2, School 


ae 1, opening 


Cent. per Cent.—3, Comedy of Errors, Katharine and Petruchio. 
This theatre opened on Weednes- 
day last, in a state of magnificence 


highly redounding to the liberal 
spirit of its management. It has 
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undergone a complete change—de- 
corations glitter on every «side, 
blended and harmonized with a 
beautiful colored ground :— the 
proscenium is novel and chastely 
elegant; and the drop scene a 
chef d’cuvre of the art. We do 
not like the chandelier ;—it is by 
no means proportionable,— and 
disappoint us with something like 
a meanness in its appearance. 

‘ Much Ado about Nothing’ was 
acted.—We have, in a former nuin- 
ber, entered so fully into this piece, 
as to render our task of criticizing 
but a light one—nearly the same 
cast being preserved as during last 
season.—We must not, however, 
omit the mentioning of Miss Jones 
as ‘Hero:—we saw Miss Foote in 
the same part—~‘ comparisons are 
odorous,’ says Dogberry. Notwith- 
standing, the exertions of Miss J. 
made us reflect upon the different 
dispositions and importance’ that 
the same character may be endowed 
with by different artists :—Miss 
Foote was elegant and lady-like. 
Miss JonEs was these, and also the 
actress, This young lady, although 
the ponderous and dogmatic Times 
would ‘ cuff down’ her progress, 
will, we have no doubt, eventually 
supersede an object from some 
strange cause popular ;—we allude 
to Miss CHESTER, and we fear- 
lessly avow, that there was more 
mind in Hero’s description of the 
‘ crushing wit’ of Beatrice as given 
by Miss Jon ks, than in the whole 
of Miss C’s endeavours throughout 
the evening—We know we clash 
in opinion with many ;—or at least 
in assertion;—for we think those 


who write of Miss CHESTER’s: 


brilliancy of conception, &c. &c.— 
are spell-bound by bright eyes and 
* rosy mouth;’ they see them peer- 
ing over their desk, and are most 
liberal in commendation.— Miss 
Custer is, as Filch says, ‘a fine 
woman,’ and as Othello also asserts 
Vol.-3. 


—‘ she knows it.’ SHIEL, in his 
tragedy of ‘ Evadne,’ talks some- 
thing about a lady smiling herself 
into paradise, the * harmonious 
hinges’ turning at her look :—of 
such a description we fancy are the 
applauding palms that greet Miss 
CuesTsr’s acting. Lord Byron’s 
beautiful description of ‘ Greece—y 
but living Greece no more,’ may 
be aptly applied to this lady :—-she 
is all sunny land, but no divinity. 
Heaven forefend that we should 
be imagined general scoffers at 
beauty,—on the contrary, we have 
human Weaknesses ; but we don’t 
like the rose without the perfume, 
Miss CHesTER cannot read Bea- 
trice, although she can look it. 

OfMr. C. KemBte’s Benedict, 
it were trite to speak—we have 
already.—Suffice it to say, it was a 
master-piece of acting,—and in 
kind may successfully challenge 
any competition.—BARTLEY, a$ 
Antonio, made us admire the irrita- 
bility of old men. FARREN played 
Dogberry in his best style; and 
KEBLEY made a deal of Verges. 

Rosina followed —we would 
have staid patiently till midnight 
to hear the nightingale Miss Trer 
resume her strain, She was most 
enthusiastically received, and sang 
as she always does, to ‘ the inmost 
hearts’ of her hearers, Miss 
HALLANDE made a darling little 
William; aud Miss Love, as 
Phebe, was as rustic and as arch 
as we must imagine gleaners to be. 
Connor, the Irishman’s descrip- 
tion of his fight with Rosina’s ruf- 
fians, sent us laughing home :—it 
was the best comic finale we ever 
witnessed, 

The ‘ Comedy of Errors’, on 
Friday evening, favored uswith the 
view of a new aspirant for vocal 
fame, a Miss HAMMERSLEY, from 
the Liverpool Theatre. This young 
lady has been by many (ourselves 
included) mistaken. for the female 

; ; I 


—— 
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who appeared during the last year 
at the Adelphi; we hasten to re- 
pair our error by assuring our 
readers that she is as much like the 
one we thought her as ‘ a frosty 
turnip is to a pine apple.” With 
every advantage of person and 
manner, she possesses a fine natural 
voice, which is at once rich, and 
of sufficient compass to fill any 
theatre, a highly cultivated taste, 
and great knowledge of her art :— 
her upper tones are particularly 
sweel, and there is a satisfying 
fulness, and perfect intonation about 
her lower nofes that give a finish 
to her execution seldom exhibited 
by any but a first rate singer. The 
embarrassment naturally resulting 
from a first appearance depressed 
at first her powers, and we were 
under apprehension of her success ; 
but the encouragement which she 
received from the audience re- 
assured her, and she executed: her 
part of ‘ Tell me where is fancy 
bred,’ with sweetness and effect ; 
but her best effort was the last 
bravura, in which she displayed 


powers that entitle her to be 
ranked with some of the best 
singers of the day :—her merits as 
an actress are not, ’tis true, of the 
first order, but are still deserving 
of commendation :—her action is 
graceful and lady like ;—her voice 
in speaking is clear; and she oc- 
casionally displayed archness which 
we think, when she becomes a little 
familiarized to the house, will pro- 
duce something much better than 
we witnessed on this evening. 
With these capabilities, it is almost 
needless to add that she is a 
valuable acquisition to the theatre, 
and will be popular, Miss M. 
Tree, though she so often lays 


.us under contribution for praise, 


yet the pleasure we “ delight in 
physics pain,” and if we were in- 
clined to complain of the weight 
of duty she imposes on us, the 
source from which that labor 
springs would quickly cure our 
pettishness.—Really, Miss TREE, 
we cannot always live on sugar and 
honey;—be less delightful, if it’s 
only for the sake of a little novelty, 


——— 


THE HAYMARKET. 


September 20, Lord of the Manor, My Grandmother, Simpson and Co.—22,.- 


My Grandmother, Sweethearts and Wives, High Life Below Stairs.—23, Lord 
of the Manor, Roland for an Oliver, Fish out of Water —24, My Grandmother, 
Sweethearts and Wives, Family Jars,—25, Lord of the Manor, My Grandmother, 
Figh out of Water—26th, Twelve precisely, Lord of the Manor, Roland for an 
Oliver.—27, Match Making, Vicar of Wakefield, 1st time, Fish out of Water.— 
29, Sweethearts and Wives, Deaf asa Post, X.Y. Z., Liston’s night.—30, Vicar 
of Wakefield, My Grandmother, Fish out of Water—October 1, Lord of the 
Manor, nd for an Oliver, Fish out of Water.—-2, Belles Stratagem, Family 
Jars, Fish out of Water.—-3, Sweethearts and Wives, Roland for an Oliver —4, 
Davis's night, Honey Moon, Beggar's Opera. 


The ‘ Vicar of Wakefield,’ which 
was played here on the 27th Sep- 
tember, claims little attention, 
being but the same piece which 
was produced at the Surrey, while 
under the direction of Mr. T. Drs- 
DIN :—it was a silly affair, which 
might, perhaps, suit the taste of 
Saint George’s Fields, but was 
unworthy of a regular theatre.— 
A few songs made it pass for a 


musical piece, but even their merits 
were of a very limited nature :— 
it is, however, now consigned to 
oblivion, and our respect. for the 
tenants of the tomb induces us to 
say nothing of its errors while 
existing. 

Never was partiality for an actor 
manifested so decidedly as on the 


evening LisTON took his benetit. ° 


We intended to have noticed the 
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performances; but, much to our 
disappointment, the crowd was so 
great, that the first rush filled the 
pit. Now, though we seek every 
Opportunity to gratify our readers, 
yet we have not quite so much 
temerity as to expose ourselves to 
the chance of having our persons 
damaged by the crowding propen- 
sities of benefit visitors; we were 
therefore compelled to console our- 
selves with the reflection, that we 
were not the only ones who left 
the doors ungratified. 

By fellowship in woe 

Scarce half our pain we know. 


October Ist, benefit of Mrs. 
Youncer & Mrs.C. Jones. The 
* Lord of the Manor’ was thiseven- 
ing repeated, although but little of 
the original music has been re- 
tained, the airs introduced by Mr. 
Leoni Leg, and Madame Ves- 
TRis, particularly the first and 


_ the last, were deservedly encored, 


Mr. LEont LEg also sung ‘ When 
first this humble roof’ with peculiar 
taste: it is an air suited to his style 
of singing. The Sir John Contrast 
of TERRY, was extremely chaste, 
as was the Young Contrast of V1- 
NING, though decidedly suffering in 
comparison with Jones, & left us 
nothing to wish for in this part ; but 
as to the Truemore of Davis, we 
certainly have witnessed the part 
much better play’d and sung ina 
provincial theatre : the air ‘ Is there 
a Heart,’ as well as ‘ Love among 
the Roses,” on a former night, 
might be extremely agreeable to a 
‘ small party ;’ but we should do 
an injustice to much better singers, 
did we not notice his deficiency of 
voice even for the Haymarket. 
Mr. West’s La Nippi was amus- 
ing, but not equal to HARLEY’s: 
we could wish this part had been 
retained in its original state ;—it is 
now made decidedly English, al- 
though when first written it was at 
least as much a French part as even 
Mr, GAT1IE himself could have 


wished; though we suppose the 
caterers for natural taste have sup- 
posed the English palate less ca- 
pable of digesting a spice of foreign 
extraction thansome years ago. Mr. 
HAMMOND’s Ralph, was made the 
most of; it was spirited & humorous, 

Among the Ladies, Liston’s 
Moll Flagon must not be forgot- 
ten: we could almost have supposed 
him to have been a follower of the 


cump equipage of a recruiting party ~ 


in his early vears:—his scene with 
his worship, who, by the bye, was 
one of the sternest justices except 
one, we ever saw, called for the 
continued laughter of the whole 
house. Madame VesTRIs was 
every thing we could wish in An- 
nette; as was also Mrs, C. JoNEs, 
in Peggy. Weare happy to notice 
this lady. The public as yet have 
had but few opportunities of wit- 
nessing her talents;—but those 
few have been duly appreciated 
by them, and we hope to see her 
next season, Ina‘ Roland for an 
Oliver, TERRY played the part of 
Sir Mark Chase,owing as we hear, 
to the illness of WILLIAMS; we 
have seldom seen him lessat home, 
and we neither approve of a metro- 
politan actor taking liberties with 
the author,—or walking off during 
the miserable execution of a very 
pretty songand chorus which closes 
the first act, to evade the just anger 
of the gods, 

A word ‘ en passant’ to the afore- 
said gentleman alluded to, We 
observe the manager judiciously 
cut out the ‘ Hunting chorus’ in 
the Ist act, which was, on the first 
night of this piece being played 
most deservedly hissed,-—-Qu?—are 
there no gentlemen of talent in the 
Haymarket Theatre, or in London, 
who are capable of singing such a 
solo and chorus as this? 


Fish out of water was again re- 
peated, which we have already 
noticed, 


12 
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4 ENGLISH OPERA HOUSE. 


Sept. 20th, Review, Monsieur Tonson, Hit or Miss—22d, same picces—23d; 
same pieces—24th, Wallack’s night, Blind Boy, Adopted Child, Presumption-— 
25th; T. P. Cooke's benefit, Fontainbleau, Musical Melange, Presumption— 
26th, I will have a Wife, Miller’s Maid, Presumption—27th, Too curious by 
half, Gretna Green, Presumption-29th, Broadhurst's night, Free and Easy, 
Vampire, Songs, Where shall I dine—30th, Mr. Stevenson's benefit, Belles with- 
out Beaux, Guy Mannering, Rival Soldiers—Oct. 1st, Gordon the Gypsey, Re- 
view, Presumption—2d, Love among the Roses, Miller's Maid, Presumption—- 
8d, a Duna day, Is he Jealous, Rival Soldiers, Vampire—4th, Close of the 
Season; Miller’s Maid, Gretna Green, Presumption. 


_ At this house, with exception of 
the evenings devoted to benefits, 
there have been no pieces played 
but what we have duly noticed in 
our columns. On Tuesday last, 
Mr. STEVENSON, Box - book- 
Keeper, whose gentlemanly atten- 
tion to the accommodation of the 
public is proverbial, had one of the 
fullest and most elegant audiencgs 
of the season, The little amusing 
piece of ‘ Belles without Beaux,’ 
principally owing to the acting of 
Miss KELLY, went off with great 
spirit, The opera of ‘ Guy Man- 
nering’ followed, in which Mrs. 
EGERTON appeared for the first 
time here in Meg Merrilies:—this 
character she performs with so 
niuch truth and feeling, as to make 
it decidedly her own: when we say 
therefore that she played_it in her 
very best manner, we consider any 
praise from us can go no farther. 
RAYNER’s Dinmont was a very 
clever performance, and received 
great applause. WiLKiNson did 
not appear to much advantage in 
the Dominie—we are afraid he is 
getting a little slovenly: we have 
caught him ¢ripping two or three 
times of late:—he should remem- 
ber, that fame is a slippery com- 
modity; ‘and it he wishes to keep 
his station in the opinion of the 
public, it must be by trying his 
best, not walking through a part. 
We cannot always overlook negli- 
gence. Lucy Bertram vever had 
a more interesting representative 
than Miss Povey: she introduced 


‘ Sweet Home,’ and ‘ Gentle Ro- 
bin,’ both of which she sang in the 
richest style of soul-subdueing me- 
lody. We cannot let. slip this op- 
portunity of calling the attention 
of our readers to a lettet which 
we have inserted on this lady’s 
merits as an actress, In the opinion 
of the writer we partly join, al- 
though we cannot go all the way 
with him in his praise. Mrs, 
WeipperT played Julia Man- 
nering very pleasingly. If we 
could forget-that it is necessary to 
act Henry Bertram we should ad- 
mire BROADHURST; but his songs 
lose half their effect by the school. 
boy manners which accompany 
them. ‘The Choruses were well 
executed, and received applause. 

This Theatre closed for the sea- 
son on Saturday last, on which oc- 
casion the house was well attended. 
RowBoTHAM played Franken- 
stein very creditably ; at the con- 
clusion of the second piece, Mr. 
BaRTLEY delivered the following 
address with great propriety and 
feeling. 


“Lapies AND GENTLEMEN,—As 
our short season terminates with the 
performances of this evening, it is my 
duty, agreeably to annual custom, to 
address you on the part of the pro- 
prietor, and to offer you the sincere 
tribute of his thanks for the liberal 
share of patronage with which this 
theatre has been honoured, 


In a theatre so limited, in regard to 
the period and nature of its representa- 
tions, open only when the town is com- 
paratively empty, it cannot be supposed 
possible that the proprietor can vie in 
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splendour and variety with the great 
winter establishments; but he trusts, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, that the efforts 
he has made, particularly this season, 
to merit your approbation, have fully 
proved his inclination to consult your 
accommodation to the very utmost ex- 
tent of his means. The new decorations 
and portico have been honoured with 
general approval, and he is proud to 
teel, that amongst the new candidates 
for public favour, he has had the good 
fortune to introduce much decided ta- 
lent, which he respectfully recommends 
to the future protection of your foster- 
ing smiles. 

The first appearance of Mr. Mathews 
in the drama for six years has been 
greeted with a warmth of feeliug bor- 
dering on enthusiasm, and the pro- 
prietor therefore congratulates himself 
on having been able to afford this wel- 
come treat to the town, prior to an ex- 
hibition of the rich fund of character 
and anecdote with which the quick 
perception; acute observation, and bril- 
liant humour of that gentleman, has 
furnished the budget for his next cam- 
paign, during his late trip to America. 

It only now remains to assure you, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, that the long 


interyal before we meet again will be’ 


passed in uctive preparation for your 
amusement and convenience, and that 
every effort will be made to ensure a 
continuance of your highly appreciated 
favour; and on the part of the pro- 
prietor, of myself, and of all the per- 
formers, I respectfully and cordially bid 
you farewell.” 


We are glad to hear the season 
has been altogether most success- 
ful:—This is the proper and de- 
served reward of zeal and laudable 
activity in the public service. 


Sentientn cone 


SURREY THEATRE, 


A new Russian melodrame, under 
the name of ‘ Rvan, or the Mines 
of Ischminki,’ has been brought 
out during the last fortnight—every 
thing that explosions, red fire, cut. 
throats, and combats, can accom- 
plish, has been here realized. The 
story is well told, the incidents, 
if not natural, at least such as 
bring down thunders of applause 
from liberal twelvepenny gentry, 


who prefer the exploits of Messrs. 
BLANCHARD and AULD to more 
refinement and less clatter, 

Managers have slippery memo- 
ries: if we err not, the one here 
promised, at the commencement 
of the season, to bring forward a 
host of talent to support his pieces; 
but, like his gigantic rivals of the 
patents, he begins to evince even 
thus early a little backsliding :—~If 
he really intends to keep his word 
with the public, we would ask, 
while he has actors like H. KEMBLE 
and BURROUGHS in his Company, 
why does he put those. make- 
weights, Messrs. RAYMOND and 
CLIFFORD, who are only fit to 
carry banners or deliver messages, 
into his chief characters? If; in 
imitation of greater men, the 
former are only engaged by the 
night, then we say by all means 
Mr. WILLItAMs open thy purse 
strings a little wider, and you'll 
find your account in it. 

The French piece, ‘ La Somuam- 
bule,’ from which ‘ Love's Dream’ 
is taken, gave Mrs. BARRYMORE. 
another opportunity of displaying 
some good acting as well as grace+ 
ful dancing. BUCKINGHAM, who 
played the Servant, was rather too 
boisterous—alter it, Mr. B. if you 
desire to get on, 

‘ Bachelor's Torments’ concluded 
the evening, which JoHN REEVE’s 
never-tiriug humour rendered very 
amusing, 

ee eee 


ROYAL COBURG. 


The *¢ Infanticcde’ is playing here 
with great success—little novelty 
has been produced, except a piece 
founded on MATURIN’S tragedy, 
called ‘ Count Bertram, or the Pi- 
rates’, which was played for HUN‘r- 
LEY’s benefit, and a few nights 
afterwards, but was withdrawn, on 
account of the indisposition of 
Miss EpMistoN—should it be: 
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revived, we shall duly notice it. 
The * Gpysy Dumb Boy’ is a plea- 
sing piece, and is well acted, 

a ee 


OLYMPIC THEATRE. 


This house has been taken by a 
gentleman of the nameof AUBREY, 
and will open on Monday sennight. 
The corpse dramatique comprises 
much talent: 'TAYLEURE and W. 
West, from the Hay Market, Mr. 
ELTON, from Newcastle, and Mr, 
Power, of the English Opera 
House, who is stage-manager : 
every exertion is making to give 
eclat to the season—we wish them 
success, 

— 


WEST LONDON, 


This house has been very well 
attended, the performances have 
been varied, and the actors exert 
themselves to deserve applause, 
which has frequently been be- 
stowed with a liberal hand. We 
shall seize the first occasion that 
presents itself to say more about 
this theatre than our present limits 
admit of, 

ee 


ADELPHI THEATRE, 


THE ADELPHI THEATRE 
opens this Evening—the perform- 
ances announced are three new 
pieces—‘ The Prince and the 
Player, or a trifling Mistake, a 
ballet, called ‘ Dancing Mad,’ and 
an afterpiece named ‘ a Matter of 
Doubt, or Seven Years since.’ The 
company are nearly the same as 
Jast season, among whom are 
Messrs. WILKINSON, WRENEH, 
J. REEVE, Mrs. WAYLETT, &c, 

ee 
MINOR THEATRE. 


THe Minor THEATRE, Ca- 
therine Street, has been recently 
opened, under the name of the 
‘ Theatre of Variety’, We under- 
stand (for we have uot seen it) 


that the nature of the performance 
is in accordance with the title of 
the house, but we shall visit it in 
due course, and speak more at 
length in our next. 
—— es 

ON THE ACTING OF MISS POVEY. 
Tothe Editor of the Mirror of theStage 

Sir,—Though not much addicted to 
the practice of visiting theatres for the 
purpose of criticising upon the perform- 
ance, I cannot forbear to state an opi- 
anion I have formed respecting an actress 
little talked of though generally ad- 
mired. Miss Povey is allowed by all 
to be a first-rate singer. Her voice is 
soft andsweet in the highest degree, espe- 
cially in thehigher notes, and at thesame 
time her air is graceful and unaffected. 
But her merits as a singer are more 
faithfully acknowledged and appreciated 
than as an actress, for she appears to 
me to possess several qualifications as 


‘an actress, of which many who are 


reckoned her superiors, are lamentably 
destitute. To the natdral ease of Miss 
KELLY she unites a vivacity and 
sprightliness all her own, and which I 
am persuaded, in a character better 
suited to her powers than any I have 
hitherto witnessed, might raise her re- 
putation considerably higher than it i¢ 
at present. The character in which she 
appears to most advantage is that of 
Dolly O’ Daisy, both with regard to 
her singing and acting. She did great 
justice to the character of Emily Rose- 
bank in which the air of “ What’s the 
use of sparkling eyes” was truly melo- 
dious and affecting. Itstrikes me, that 
were she to attempt a character in which 
much plodding artifice and insinuation 
are used, she would excel in it, for this 
is evide.:tly her department ; and J think 
she will never do full justice to her 
powers, nor will others be kind enough 
to do it for her, until she attempt some- 
thing more daring than heretofore. 


The rippling stream not softer plays, 
In murmurs gentle through the grove, 
Nor die in sweeter melody the lays, 
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That sky-larks warble to their distant 
love 

Than the shrill strain and tuneful 
note, 


In whisp’ring silence thro’ the breezes 
float, 

From Povey’s mellow lips and throat, 

When hallow’d love inspires the.song, 

Or friendship’s smiles the melting 
sounds prolong. oR. 


epee 


Original Poetry. 


LINES, 
Suggested by the spirited and beauti- 
ful picture of Hebe, by VILLIERs. 
Ye sun-born brilliants, bred in Afric 


sands, 

And hidden gems of Orellana’s 
streains,* 

What, tho’ ye glitter on the crest of 
beauty, , 


Colouring your parent rays with my- 
riad rainbows, 
Or lend new charms to age! Are dia- 


mond lustres 

So clear, so sparkling, or so fiercely 
bright, 

As that young eagle’s brassy eye, 
with nerve 


Undaunted, that flings back the sun’s 

Meridian blaze?—In rocky cradle 
nurs’d 

With blood of mountain flocks, and 
lap’d in storms, 

Vigour is his. Upon the tempest’s 
wing, 

With out-strech’d plume, and every 
muscle strain’d, 

He mocks our ken, andraces with the 
wind. 


* The Author may be allowed to add, 
that the Chymical Lecturer, Mr. Branpe 
stated in his presence, that some dia- 
monds of matchless size and brilliancy, 
are believed to have been taken from the 
river Amazon, but which the unfortu- 
nate finders, ignorant of their treasure, 
threw back into the parent. stream, to 
be swept perhaps away into the bosom 
of the ocean.— ' 


* Full many a gem, &c.’ 


Cease, cease philosophy, thy idle 
prating, 

Toil, temperance and health from 
eaglets learn. 

Each tiny feather of his russet wing, 

Fed by its vivid current ever fresh, 

Shines like a polish’d mail, or, his 
quick glance 

Flashing, it starts and gives resistless 
force. 

Monarch of birds, and bearer of Jove’s 
lightning ! 

Well-c favourite of the world’s 
late master, 

Spread out thy pinion o’er her beau- 
teous head, 

Defiance in thy eye; drop half thy 
rage, 

And yield thy fury to the touch of 
her, 

Who gives thee strength! Tho’ terri- 
ble thy gaze, 

Her gentle look is yet more powerful, 

For halcyon beauty her’s, if valour 
thine— 

Budding with hope, behold, the milky 
globe 

Swells from her ample bosom to the 
sight, 

Fann’d by the tepid gales, and fresh- 
ening breeze. 

Let art and fancy put them on the 
rack, 

They'd ne'er design an arch more 
beautiful, 

Than that her face, by nature’s cun- 
ning fashion'd, 

Or mingle colours for a lovelier form. 

How sweetly mellowing doth the rose 
grow pale! 

The glow vermilién heightened by 
her soft 

And snowy forehead, and her eye's 
blue light, 

Informing all. Coursing their laby- 
rinths 

Through subtle veins and sways in- 
visible, 

The crimson fluids to the very sur- 
face 

Jet in perpetual tides their living 
streams, 
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Streams ever pure, from ever playful 
founts. 

Such rosy tints in Devon’s sunny 
vales, 

The morning zephyrs, and their rural 
toils, 

Light on the blooming cheeks of her 
fair daughters, 

Unrivalled Queens of beauty as of 


sense. 
A. B. 


TO LOUISA. 


Though all around in mirth seems clad, 
And joy and happiness I see, 
I wander cheerless, still and sad ; 
No hope, alas! remains for me. 
That heart, whose fondest love you won, 
Abandon’d now to sad despair, 
is by corroding grief cast down, 
A prey to sorrow and to care. 
That eyc, whose lustre once you priz’d, 
Is now in tears or anguis’d drown’d : 
No more lit up with joy,—despis’d 
It woos, in pensive mood, the ground. 
That fickle heart, I once thought mine, 
Another’s pow’r has since confest ; 
Those lips, we once were wont to join 


In love, some ruder lip has prest. 
Say, canst thou feel a cruel joy, 
Each heart thy spells have join'd to 
break, 
Didst thou but flatter to destroy 
Each hope, each rising joy to wreck? 
But soft ! no more I'll paint my woes, 
Of cruel fate no more complain ; 
My wrongs, thy fickleness, disclose; 
To murmur or regret were vain. 
A time shall come—when grief will cease, 
When I shall wake from sorrow’s 
gloom ; 
And, from a life of woes, find peace 
Beneath the shelter of the friendly 


tomb. 
N——s A T. 


South Lambeth. 


AN EPITAPH 
Written on Mrs. OLDFIELD, the cele- 
brated Actress. 
Reader, observe! I once was like to 
thee— 
Hence, learn how shortly thou’l resem- 
ble me. 
Spend cautiously the time allow’d by 
Heaven : 
Two Births, one only Mortal Life is 
given, 


Cheatrical Chit Chat. 


WINDS0R.—PENLEY’S exertions here 
have been attended with the most bril- 
liant success. The house closed on 
Saturday sen’night, on which evening 
the manager took his benefit ; the per- 
formances were, ‘Bold Stroke for a 
Wife, and ‘Clari:'—in the former, 
PENLEY played Colonel Feignwell with 
much ability: his Dutchman was par- 
ticularly good. WiLttams, in Oba- 
diah Prim, and Hueues, late of Drury- 
Lane, as Perriwinkle, were chastely 
humourous, without descending to buf- 
foonery. Mrs. YOUNGE made a very 
good Mrs. Prim, The house was most 


inconveniently crowded. A few even- 
ings previous WILLIAMS tovk a benefit ; 
—‘Cure for the Heart Ache, in which 
he played Frank Oatland in a very na- 
tural and effective manner. The comic 
sketch of ‘ Two Wives’ followed, WiL- 
LIAMS personating four characters with 
spirit and humour. The ‘ Devil's 
Bridge’ concluded the evening’s enter- 
tainment, which was well played, par- 
ticularly by PENLEY, as Michelli and 
Wiurams, in Petro. With the excep- 
tion of the manager’s night, this was 
the fullest house of the season. 
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na aa AS UYRE, 
Sehool yf Nifoim.” 


Engraved for the Mirvor of the Stage 





